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iy
The Book of Religionsy

Otbher Religions Base on the paq'batlh
These are religiops that bave over time been adopted by sects and calts.

Tome of The Most Apcient Order of the ve¥wl'pu qaptaQ
bttp://lwww.qaptaq.org/
Used with permission.

A Cenobitic tibingan Coterie Dedicated to the Art of Uar
The Most Apcient Order of the veYwl'pa qaptaQ is a tlblngan organization wbich <xisty to stady,
experience and creatively role play tlbingan c<haracters ip a variety of interactive situations within a
common framework. The Order portrays itself as a spiritual coterie of warriors wbo bave dedicated
thems<lves to the tlbingan ideals of Accaracy, Ytraightforwardness, Aggressiveness, Ytrength and
yecrecy.

Primarily the focus of the qaptaQ is the exploration of the political, caltaral, and spiritual lives of that
most noble of races, the warriors of the tlhingan wo', as we<ll ay the bistory of the wo' as portrayed in
the variods embodiments of HovDaq Ieng.

In the fictional sepse the qaptaQ <xists as a body independent of the copventional tihingan
goverpment and it's QI'. The Order is not bebolden to any political dypasty, and bay sarvived the rise
and fall of mapy Imperial power stractares. As a resdlt of this status, the Order and ity members do

pot always respond to situations ip accordance with known tihingan foreign policy.

Most members of the qaptaQ bave served or carrently serve ip one of the QI' divisiony, the Order
itself iy pot a part of the QI'. Many people are ased to bearing tlbibgappd' using Q' titles and ranks,
wbich are <asily translated. The ranks and titles of the qaptaQ are pot ay wasily trapslated bat may all
be grodped together ander the banner of veYawl' wbich <an be viewed asy Kpight, "WUarrior Mopk" or

Herald of the Art of (Uar. There are fewer ranks within the qaptaQ than ip the QI' because the
rewards of this path are more persopal than mapy exterpal signy <ap represent.

While the qaptaQ agrees with other tlbibgan organizations that the primary purpose of
membership iy and mast remain to bave fan, we bave two key pointy, wbich we feel are vital
to that sense of fun.

First, it is being tlbibgan is fan. There have been mapy portrayals of tlbibgappd' in
books, movies, comics and of course on television. (e strive to reasonably portray
tlhingan c<haracters as they bave been portrayed, pot to re-imaginpe them as a politically
correct vision of wbat tlbinganmey should or <ould be. Yecond, aparchy is pot fun. Oar
members like to enjoy ourselves and socialize, bat the organization does maintaip some

rales, wbich are designed to strengtben oar orgapization pot to strangle the membersbip.

Ypecdlatively the qaptaQ bas, as ity origins a rich pre-bistory extrapolated from the 22nd, 23rd, and
24th <entaries portrayed in the various incarpationps of HouvDaq leng. Ip addition, the qaptaQ owes
much of ity support to a series of original works adtbored by our members. Yach works often depict
periods far back ip time, before the mighty race kpown as thlingappd' bad developed space flight or
ewen a common cdltaral identity. The factual originy of the qaptaQ are deeply rooted in the fandom
of tibinganpd' which bas <volved around HovDaq lepyg in all its forms. The qaptaQ way of life is
summarized by the ancient principle of pal komerex Kbesterex: That wbich doesy pot grow, witbers and
dies.

Tome of the Ytar Cult



The Ytar Calt: The most widely known Klingon religion is the ope that the Federation insists on
translating as "The Ytar Cdlt." This is basically a morale code or pbilosophy that could be described as
"the greater cosmic karma will get you if you don't bebave morally, and that same karma will reward
those who do well." The basic tepet of the Ytar Calt iy that <ven if Do ope sees you commit a <rime

or an offenpce against morality or decency, the all secing stars will observe and record the <uent.
Yomeone who commity such offences will eventaally come to raip (bis fate influenced by the stars that
observed bis bebavior) and someone who dies while gloriously performing bis daty (even if po one <lse
seey it) will bave bis actions recorded by the all-secing stars. More than 80% of DYF and more than
60% of Army personnel sabscribe to this belief system. This religion is thought to have been introduced
to the Klingons by the OId Kings, bat this cappot be confirmed. There are varioas sabdivisions of the
Ytar Cdlt based on stricter or looser versionps of a fairly common morality code.

There is a fairly common belief among military personnel that warriors who fight well are, apon their
deaths, sent to "The Black Fleet" or to "The Black Army" where they await "The Fipal Battle Against
Chaos." It is pot clear bow s<riously Klingon warriors take this tradition, althougb it is often mentioned
and pever derided. Yome felt that the Black Fleet should bave appeared when the Federation made ity
one and oply attack op Klinsbai, wbile others insist that ity failure to appear meant that the living
members of the warrior caste were more than equal to the task of defeating that
attack.

There are po formal religious ceremonies for the Ytar Calt, bat often times ity members
will gather to tell stories of beroism by those present, bistorical figares, former
asyociatey, and <wen fallep friends.

Tome of Kavarism

Ravarism: Yomething over 80% of civiliany belong to a loose collection of religions based

on a sapreme being named Ravar. Most belieue that Kavar created the aniverse bat bas,

sipce then, taken little role in ity progresy and basy merely observed wbat bis creatares

bave made of their lives. For the most part, Klingons of this religion believe that Kavar

i the fipal judge of whether a person bay Ied a good life deserving a final reward, that
being to bave bis sodl absorbed into the greater soul of Kavar bims<lf. Various sects and

factions of this religion revere or worship hameroas propbets wbo bave interpreted or

added to the traditional beliefs and ancient manuscripts of this faith. Yome believe that

Din'kdl, a propbet who walked the planet centaries before Kabless, was the spiritual son

of Ravar wbo came to provide additiopal guidance and wisdom. Others regard Din'kal as oply one of

many propbets, or as a myth. Yome of the factiony believe that one cap obtain guidance and <ven

belp from Ravar by meaps of fasting and prayer. The Kortabn Monks worship Ravar and avoid
technology; they also tend to avoid dealing with the goverpment, wbich largely ignores them. Yome of
these Mopks live in small <olopies in Federation space.

Ravarists bold we<kly religious gatherings where priests speak to the masses. For starship <rews, this
amounty to a short ceremony daring an off-daty period by a pert-time priest. Army anity, being mach
larger, bave fdll-time c<baplaipy and permanent bouses of worship. Ubile these priests and bouses are
maintained by ope of the many secty or factiony, all of them welcome any Ravarist, so anyone from a
sect too small to bave its own priests or bouses i a givep arca <an find religious couns<lling from
"brother" <harches, ip mach the same way that the only Presbyterian ip a Ytar Fleet Marine anit might
worship bis Lord with the local Baptists. Factiopal affiliation is a private matter pot requiring
governpment approval, and individuals may switch to anotber faction (or apotber religion) as it suits
them.

Yome Federation antbropologists regard Ravarism as similar to Jadaco-Christianity, bat it is anclear if
the similaritiey are the resdlt of divine ipspiration or because apy system of morality follows similar lipes.

Tome of ghopbe'
Use with permission from YajQa' vestai Fenix
bttp://www.geocities.com/areasl/vadlt/1959/ghopl.btm

"Hand of Wloman"
a society of female Klingons
Wo'DevtaH ghopDd'ma'.



"Odar bands guide the Tmpire."

This sectiop oatliney wbat is known to the geperal Klingon popalace. The gbopbe' are shroaded in
mystery and secrecy. Before the time of Kabless the Unforgettable, females were respected for their
answerving devotion to honor and the RKlingop (Uay. Often, females served in positions where their
knowledge and anderstanding of Klipgon tradition and bopor provided gaidance for actions of the
family House. Yipce the raising of children was Ieft almost exclusively to the females, the training of
fature warriors to respect thiy guidance and influence was <asily accomplished. Female Klingons
espedially revered batlbYoY, a mytbical goddesy that embodiced the respected traditional ways and bopor.
Temples with priesteysey dedicated to this goddesy were common in Klingon ancient bistory and were
used as places of Iearping. However, as the Klingon world became more "civilized", old religious ways
were discarded. Legend tells of the coming of batlhYoY ip a time of conflict and strife and wbose
appearance will restore the traditional ways of honor and war.

Wben Kabless anified the Klingon Homeworld, be recognized the sabtle bat pervasive inflaence of
females ip the Klingon society and sought to bend that powser to bis ase. He invited sepior warrior
females of powerfdl families to become part of bis personal bodyguard and assame places of bonor
beside bim. This bodyguard, known as the RaH'ir, soon became frared because of their answerving
loyalty to Kabless and their ratbless vengeance against those wbo soagbt to anseat their Tmperor.

Wben Kabless departed, the Tmpire was ip tarmoil. Male pretenders to Kabless' throne created an
atmosphere of fear and distrast against the ghopbe'. Temples of batlbyoy were pot banped bat
priestesyey lost their statuy ip Klingop society. The RaH'ir continued the teachings of Kablesy and
preserved the trae bistory ratber than the rearitten bistory of whomever ways in power. The female
warriors of the RaH'ir became known over time as the ghopbe',

The gbopbe' continaed their tradition of hopor. Their preparation not oply included the
standard training of warriors bat also included the disciplines of anarmed combat, assassipation,
and an <soteric form of torture kpown as beljoy' (literally translated as "tortare by females").
Females were also taught to be self-reliant and mastered forms of sabtle power. Members of

the ghopbe' bave also sworp pot to adopt the family lipe pame of their copsort bat to
retain their own. However, family loyalty is bopored and members are expected to swear
loyalty to their family and to the Tmpire. Ghopbe' members may be found in all walks of

like inclading warriors, teachers, mothers and copsorts. Over the years, their society

diminished in powser bat newver completely disappeared. Persecation of some of their
members led the ghopbe' to a secretive existence and a more subtle exercise of power LT
and inflaence. Recently, their influence and powser bay been expanding. The retarn of Kabless vlvuatvd
awarenwss of traditiopal Klingop ways and retarped the ghopbe' to their place at the side of Kabless.

However, the male dominated High Couancil bay restraiped any overt attempts of influence by the

ghopbe'.

Althoagb the fall membersbip is pot known and is still shroaded in secrecy, there bave been several
publicly avowed members sach ay Azetbar, Mara and Valkyris that bave served with bonor and
distinction. It iy also kpown that membersbip is pot limited by family or Hoase lipes or <uen ships. The
Higb Council saspects that the membership is large and pervades <very ship of the fleet and <very
family line. Bat since the ghopbe' are known for their adberence to the Klingon Way and bopor, a
thbreat is pot perceived. The ritaals and laws of the order are also ankpown. It is believed that initiates
swear an oath of secrecy and preference of death to dishonor.,

Ypecific History

The rapks or stationps of the individual members withip the ghopbe' are denoted by specific color braidy

of cloth in their bair. A single red braid depotes an ipitiate begipper known as a pugbe'quy or honored

daagbter. A red and silver braid indicates a bopored sister or be'nl'quu. The wearing of a red and gold
braid is the bighest status an individual <an attain, that of a bopored mother or Yo¥quu.

The bead of the ghopbe<' is known as Yo¥qanquu or bopored <ldest mother. The Yo¥qanquv is <lected
and advised by the yejbe', a council composed of the 3 most sepior YoYmeyquv.



A potential member mast be sponsored by at Irast one be'pl'quu (bonored sister) and petitionsy the
yejbe' for initiation into the gbhopbe'. A female mast stand before the yejbe' and recite ber lipvage and
deeds of bonor. If the yejbe' accepty ber petition, the female recites the Qu'quu'lp, the oatb of honor

and daty. Yhe thep swears apon ber life to pot reveal the secrets of the ghopbe' and becomes a

bonored daughter (pagbe'quy). Her spopsor is responsible for ber condact daring the period of
probation. If the puagbe'quu is accused of dishonoring the gbopbe', she is brought to the yejbe' for trial
and disciplinary action. If convicted, she pays with ber life and ber be'nl'quu is reduced ip rank to
pugbe'quu for ope year.

The ghopbe' exert sabtle, not overt, power. They influence Klingon life by actipg as consorts, advisors,
and warriory. Honor and loyalty are bigbly valued Klipgon traity and are not <asily dismissed by the
ghopbe' or the Yo¥qanquu. It is VKRY seldom that a direct order from the YoYqanquu conflicts directly
with the loyalty to Cmpire and Family. In fact, that occasion bas bappened oply once in the recorded
bistory of the ghopbe<', and uander very extepuating circamstances, bat that tale <ap wait for apother
time. The tradition of bonor and duty to the €mpire, Family and to batlbYoY accords the Yo¥qanquu
the bereditary right to appear before the High Council and speak without fear of retribation. The
Yo¥qanquv dogs pot abase this power and uses it very wisely. The YoY¥qanquu and yejbe' of the
gbopbe' prefer more sabtle forms of persaasion.

The ghopbe' beadquarters are located op the planet H'Repp in the Delta Quadrant. This plapct is also
the bome of the House Qeqilab, a matriarchical Klingon bouse within the Clan Lorrenssith and also led
by the current Yo¥qanquv. After the original temple and beadquarters were destroyed by meteorites
from the explosion of Praxis, Qeqilab rebdilt their beadquarters on ber ancestral lands so that the
ghopbe' headquarters <ap be protected by ber shipy and soldiers. Oar carrent Yo¥Yqanquv is Qeqil/ab
vestai-Lorenssith, Yo¥qanquu of the Gbopbe'.

For information op joining odr sisterbood, send email to YajQa' vestai-Fenix (email addy pot posted
bere go to the website)

Tome of Old (Pagan) Religions
The Old (Pagan) Religion: The third largest Klingon religion (although mach smaller than
the first two) could loosely be defiped as paganism. Adberents to this pataral-world religion
called themselues Dej'ba, wbich the Federation translates as Yearchers.

As witb many sentient races, the first religionps were patare-based, <.g., the spirits of the
sky, of the wind, of the river, etc. These belief systems were asaally local and varied
widely; some were more stractared than others. These were <ventually replaced by more
"modern" religions including KRavar and the ¥Ytar Calt.

A few Klingons maintaip the "Old Religion" ay a religion, and most Klingons are at Ieast
familiar with the legends. Mach as bamaps still respect "Mother Datare” regardless of their
actaal religion, Klingons might remark that the storm demons or the rainp gods were
certainly restless this spring. Those who kept the "OId Religion" ay a belief system bave
adapted it (ip various ways) over time to keep up to date with pew scientific information
aboat their world and aniverse. Cuen as the adberents to the "Old Religion" dwindled in
pambers, the old legends and myths coalesced from a broad concept to a more formalized
religion retaining most of the original ideas.

Inpdividual beliefs often vary from the mainstream concept, bat most adberents accept a core group of
ideas:

* The aniverse way pot created by a single being, and po ope being oversees their final fate ip the
afterlife. Instead, the upiverse iy controlled by several equally powerfal deitiey wibo <ontrol various
aspecty of day-to-day life and the pataral world. A worsbipper <ould follow the path of ope or more
of these deitiey, at their choice. Geperally, a Klingop who follows this faith would choose a deity or
deities to follow shortly before adalthood based op bis personality, goals, and social standing. A warrior
beaded to the DSF is muach more likely to <hoose a warrior god, and a bomesteader working the land
iD a border colony is more likely to choose a goddess of the soil or plants.

* The deities of the uapiverse take ap active interest ip their believers, and can be petitioned for
actiony, favory, and blessings. Yuch petitiony require some service or ritual ipvolving materials from the
pataral world wbich are special to the deity ip question. Those Dej'badists who join the DYF or IF or



who otherwise travel in space asaally make it a point to take suach materialy, or a token made from
them, along with them. Ip some cases, the ritual to petition the deity might be actual work, sach as
bailding a flood control dam or building a shelter that bikers along a trail ip pablic parkland might ase.
The few D<j'badists op starsbips make do with the fellowship of their fellow s<archers rather than
formal priests and <eremonies, bat Army apits (being mach larger) often bave fdll-time sbamans and
regdlar we<kly gatherings.

* People are reborn at the time of death. Those who lived good lives are reborn as bigher creatares
or ip more fortunate areas. Those who lived dishopoarable lives might be reborp ip a lower form to
"earn redemption.” This judgement is made by the entire pantbeon (wbether be was a Nej'badist or pot,
whether be worshipped a single god or pot) so a warrior who despoiled the <nvironment might fare
well. The point iy a balance of respect and bopor for the entire pataral world. The judgement is bayed
on the individual's life so good deeds cap wash out dishoporable opes. Yome individuals are wiling to
risk the disfavor of the entire pantbcon in order to seek the patropage of a particdlar deity.

* Nej'budists quickly accepted and expanded the copcept of the Black Fleet. They believe that being
reborp into a bigher spiritual being (ie., a member of the Black Fleet) means contipding to serve the
deitiesy and the race as a whole from bevyond the grave. Nej'badists expanded the concept to provide
the equivalent of a "Black Fleet" for cvery profession and calling, so a great farmer might cventaally
work bis way uap (over several lifetimes) to becoming a spiritual being working at a farm op the
spiritual plane. Yome belicve that it is possible, by sbifting profession daring <ach lifetime, to achivve
the bighest state, the Black WUay, a spiritual plane wbere individuals who bave bopored all the deities
and all of patare reach the bighest possible level.

Tome of Minor Religions
Minor Religions: There are some minor Klingon cdlts and religions bat most of these are close enough
to the two mainstream religions as to pot require farther defipition. A few <xceptions inclade:

* Gra-Koros (Balance with Chaos): Yome Klingons subscribe to the belief that one <ap obtain balance
tbrough the release of the c<haos that builds in on<'s spirit after long periods of discipline. This <haos
cannot simply be apleasbed bat must be applied to society ip such a way as to "Ytir the Ytagnant
(Uaters." Yome find <haos in dranken celebrations; a very few take it to extremes and commit
crimes or acty of violepce in ity hame. Yome who are prope to antisocial violepce sabscribe to
Gra-Roros ay ap excuse for their extreme bebavior. Police tend to watch the apnual Gra-Horoy
celebrations with some <opcern bat overlook minor violations of law or decoram that do po
real barm. Yome warriors of the Ytar Cult bold Gra-Roros partics ay group therapy to deal
with combat stresy disorder.

* Apcestor worship is pot a major <lement of Klingon caltare, althouagh there are some
who revere, honor, and (rar<ly) pray to distipgdished ancestors of bistorical figares. Most
of those who fit into thiy <ategory are also members of the Ytar Calt.

* Personality <ults: Yome messianic individuals are so c<harismatic that they acquire followers who
worship them as gods, deities, or propbets daring their lifetime. Most of these cdlty are regarded as
dapgerous by the UYY bat <fforts to stamp them out bave prouven fatile.

* Monarc<hists: Altboagh relatively small in pambers (aboat a bandred thousand, mostly on the
Youtbwest Contipent), the Monarchists are the oply Klingons to regard the Old Kings as something
other than their former masters. The Mobparchists belicve that the Old Kings created the Klingon race
in their image (milliops of years before contacting them), and set up the galaxy to test the strength of
their creation. The Yubject Races were "gifts" to the Klingons, and mapy other sentient species were
seeded to provide competition. Followers of Monarchism believe that the OIld Kings are waiting for the
Klingops to fdlfil their destiny through domipation of the galaxy, at wbich point they will retarp to
reward the Klipgons for their success. Apy archeological evidence that depicty the Old Kings differently
iy regarded ay a red berring planted by the ancient race to mislead the Klingons, wbo should achicve
galactic domination on their own initiative. Monarchists sometimes join the military, wbere they are
poted as apasually diligent and bard-working.

* One offshoot of Ravar worship that is different epougb from the regalar sects to merit exposition is
the "Ibcarpation/Atonement”" movement. Arising about 600 ywars ago, this group worsbipy Kablesy
bims<lf as a religious propbet, <ven as (possibly) the ipcarnation of Kavar bimself. According to this
group, Kabless way sent by Ravar to anify the Klingon people and prepare them for the journey to
the stars. This group belicues that Kabless will retarp in bodily form to Iead the Klingon pvople



personally, and that bis failure to do so to this point iy duc to the moral failingy and siny of the
Klingon people. (Wben all Klingons <uerywbere are virtaous, the Tmpire will <arn the blessing of RKavar
to copquer the galaxy, and Kablesy will retarp to Iead the battle. Members of this sect tend to be
bighly ascetic and adopt a very rigid form of Klingon morality. Althougb Iess than 2% of all Klingons
bold to this view, it is fairly widespread on the warrior colony of Yefaria and some smaller colonial
planets.

* Yatan: The Ravaristy belicve in the existence of personified <vil ip the form of Yatan or the Dewil.
(The actual Klingon word is a proper pame dsed for po other parpose and dows pot translate; most
Federation apalysty accept "Yatan" as being the same being.) The Ytar Calt and the Dej'badisty
acknowledge that <vil and the temptation to commit <wil exist, ahd many (bat by no means all) of them
accept the concept of a persopified Yatan. A very small pamber of Klipgops actually worship Yatan.
This iy copsidered a crime likely to resdlt in a long term prison sentence, so followers of the Yatan
Cdlt keep their practice yecret. Most are regarded as deeply distarbed.



